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â€œ... a succinct overview of...architecture and interior design styles... This series...will be useful in

professional and school design libraries.â€•â€”Library Journal. â€œGood value. Â Designed to

spark...the imagination...[with] well-illustrated views of both interiors and exteriors.â€•â€”Veranda.
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This lovely book is quintessential French country. The authors take the reader on a tour of vistas

from the Mediterranean Sea to Provence; country homes range from the rugged to the elegant. The

text reveals to the reader the common elements to be found in the variety of homes found in the

French countryside. Vibrant colors follow paticular painterly selection if one wants to create the true

feel of a French country home. Shutters are French, not American. Lace is typically at the windows,

or for a more grand effect billowing panels with French pleats, caught and pulled to the side about

3/4's from the top of the drop. Window boxes brimming with color are essential for this style, and

borders of lavender would make you feel that you are really there. Terracotta roof tiles would

complete the exterior view. Inside, the walls vary, but they definitely make the statement: I am

France. Terracotta tile floors are very common, but hardwood floors are fine, too. Mouldings are

landmarks, and they are abundantly visualized in this volume. Provencal prints, bergere chairs,

ladder back dinning and/or kitchen chairs, flowers---all are shown in French homes. In the kitchen,

pots on display, wall tiles, a baker's rack, a country table, open shelves, walls that are rubbed with



earthy hues make the room inviting and warm---a gathering place. Dining is wonderful, inside or out.

The French love to eat outside. The bedroom is simple or elegant, but deliberately French. Lace,

panels, sometimes two layers, billowing to the floor, European pillows, and definitely a bolster and

duvet enrich the feeling of a retreat. At least a touch of toile should be seen.
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